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Historical Context 
Source: STUDY COMMISSION ON THE USE OF STUDENT ASSESSMENTS IN NEW JERSEY - Interim Report - December 31, 2014 

Legal/statutory requirements 
 State statutes/regulations: two State laws and selected State regulations that 

govern student assessments.  
1. N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-1, required by July 1, 1980, the establishment of a program of 

high school graduation standards. The law required the program to include 
the development of a Statewide test in reading, writing, and computational 
skills to be administered to all high school students. 

2. N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-6.2, required the development of a test to assess progress 
toward mastery of the State’s graduation proficiency standards. The law also 
required the test to be administered to all grade 8 students in the 1990-1991 
school year and annually thereafter. The Common Core State Standards will 
serve as the statutorily required standards.  

3. State education regulations, N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.1, also allow the Commissioner 
of Education to implement assessment of student achievement in New 
Jersey public schools in any grade(s) and by such assessments as he or she 
deems appropriate.  

 

 
 



Historical Context 
Source: STUDY COMMISSION ON THE USE OF STUDENT ASSESSMENTS IN NEW JERSEY - Interim Report - December 31, 2014 

 Federal: No Child Left Behind/ESEA (2001) and waiver 
(2010) 
 Curriculum standards - requires states to hold all public 

elementary and secondary school students to the same 
challenging academic content and student achievement 
standards in all subjects for which it has developed standards. 

 Testing requirements  
 Since 2005-06, English/language arts and mathematics (grades 3-

8 plus high school); 
 Since 2007-08, science assessment at least once in each of the 

following grade bands: grades 3-5, grades 6-8, and high school.  

 NJ receives $800+ million in federal education aid; federal 
government requires school performance data for monitoring 
purposes (i.e. services to population subgroups – special 
education, vocational, homeless, Limited English Proficient) 

 



Standards and Testing in NJ  
(1980’s to present) 

 1980’s - NJ schools required to assess students using a 
standards-based testing program, including HS graduation 
test and an Early Warning Test (grade 8). 

 1990’s – NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJCCCS) in 
numerous subjects and State assessments in grades 4-8 (ESPA 
and GEPA) and the High School Proficiency Test (HSPT) in 
grade 9.  

 2000’s – NJ expands to the New Jersey Assessment of Skills 
and Knowledge (NJASK) in grades 3-8 and the HSPA in grade 
11; biology and algebra were assessed with end-of-course tests.  

 2010’s – NJ voluntarily adopts the Common Core State 
Standards in English language arts and mathematics (NJCCCS 
remain for all other subjects) and PARCC testing in grades 3-
8, with PARCC end-of-course assessments in high school 
(replacing ASK and HSPA).  

 



Common Core State Standards 
English/Language Arts and Math 

 What is Common Core? 
 Standards (a clear list of what students should know and be able to 

do at a particular grade level) 

 Not a curriculum; local districts develop curricula to meet standards 

 Phase in of standards in NJ schools since 2011 

 State-based initiative: National Governors Association and Council 
of Chief State School Officials 

 How are Common Core standards different from the previous 
standards? 
 More rigorous 

 Shifts in content between grade levels 

 Shifts in content to better align with demands of career and college 
readiness 



Common Core: Shifts for English Language Arts/Literacy 

 Regular practice with complex text and its academic language  
 Rather than focusing solely on reading/writing skills, the Standards highlight the 

growing complexity of the texts students must read to be ready for the demands of 
college and careers.  

 “staircase” of text complexity through HS graduation. 
 a focus on academic vocabulary 

 Focus on using evidence from text, (both literary and informational) in 
reading, writing and speaking 
 “read with care”; inferencing 
 cultivation of narrative writing; command of sequence/detail for effective 

argumentative and informational writing.  

 Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction (history, science, 
technical subjects) 
 Grades K–5: 50/50 balance between informational and literary reading to build 

general knowledge.  
 Grades 6–12: in ELA, a greater focus on literary reading, with special focus on literary 

non-fiction; focus in other content areas on reading/writing to build general 
knowledge.   

 Literature = 50% or more of core work in ELA (K-12).  



Common Core: Shifts for Math 
 Focus strongly where the Standards focus   

 Instead of racing to cover a “mile-wide, inch-deep” curriculum, the way time and energy is spent in 
math has changed.  

 Deep focus on the major work of each grade to build strong foundations in math:  

 K–2: Addition and subtraction—concepts, skills, and problem solving; place value  

 3–5: Multiplication and division of whole numbers and fractions—concepts, skills, and problem 
solving  

 6: Ratios and proportional relationships; early expressions and equations  

 7: Ratios and proportional relationships; arithmetic of rational numbers  

 8: Linear algebra and linear functions   

 Coherence: think across grades, and link to major topics within grades   
 Thinking across grades: Learning is carefully connected across grades; each standard is an extension 

of previous learning.  

 Linking to major topics: Instead of allowing additional or supporting topics to detract from the 
focus of the grade, these concepts serve the grade level focus.  

 Rigor and pursuit of the following:   
 Conceptual understanding: understanding of key concepts (e.g. place value and ratios) from a 

number of perspectives so that students see math as more than a set of mnemonics or discrete 
procedures.  

 Procedural skill/fluency: speed and accuracy in calculation. Students practice core functions (e.g. 
single-digit multiplication) so that they have access to more complex concepts and procedures. 

 Application: students use math flexibly for applications in problem-solving contexts (including 
content areas outside of math, particularly science). 



Common Core State Standards 
English/Language Arts and Math 

Other Shifts 

 ELA Standards for the Content Areas 
 http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-

Literacy/RH/introduction/ 

 Mathematical Practices 
 http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/ 

Resources 

 Common Core: www.corestandards.org 

 Achieve the Core (Student Achievement Partners): 
www.achievethecore.org 
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What is PARCC? 
 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers – a 

non-profit consortium of 9 states and DC who have come together to 
develop a testing program aligned with the Common Core standards. 
 Funded through “Race to the Top” federal grant monies (federal 

stimulus $) 
 One of two such consortia (Smarter Balance) 

 A standardized testing program, administered online, to students in 
grades 3 through 11. 
 Developed by hundreds of educators from multiple states (including 

NJ), who created, reviewed and approved every test question. Each item 
was reviewed by no fewer than 30 educators prior to field test. 
Outcomes of the field test were then reviewed by 80 educators prior to 
inclusion on the operational tests.  

 Grades 3-8: tests in mathematics and English language arts (ELA)  
 Grades 9-11: end-of-course exams in English (grades 9-11) and Algebra I, 

Geometry, and Algebra II.  

 



What Does PARCC Look Like? 
 
 http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test 

 http://parcc.pearson.com 

 Tutorials - http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/ 

 To become familiar with the format, tools such as on-screen 
calculators and other math tools, accessibility features, and 
accommodations for students with special needs. 

 Practice tests - http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/ 

 Sample items - http://parcc.pearson.com/sample-items/ 
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PARCC Testing Times (Grades 3-8) 

    PBA* Unit 1 
PBA Unit 

2 
PBA Unit 

3 
EOY* Unit 1 

EOY Unit 
2 

Grade 3 ELA Unit Time 75 75 60 75 - 

  Est. Time on Task 50 50 40 50 - 

Grade 3 Math Unit Time 75 75 - 75 75 

  Est. Time on Task 50 50 - 50 50 

Grades 4-5 ELA Unit Time 75  90 60 75 - 

  Est. Time on Task 50 60  40  50  - 

Grades 4-5 Math Unit Time 80 70  -  75 75 

  Est. Time on Task 55 50  -  50  50 

Grades 6-8 ELA Unit Time 75 90  60  60 60 

  Est. Time on Task 50 60  40  40  40 

Grades 6-8 Math Unit Time 80 70  - 80  75 

  Est. Time on Task 55  50 - 60  50 



PARCC Testing Times (Grades 9-11) 
    PBA* Unit 1 PBA Unit 2 PBA Unit 3 EOY* Unit 1 EOY Unit 2 

Grades 9-11 ELA Unit Time 75  90 60 60 60 

  
Est. Time on 

Task 
50  60 40 40 40 

Algebra I, 
Geometry, 

Integrated Math 
I, II 

Unit Time  90 75 - 80 75 

  
Est. Time on 

Task  
60 50 - 60 50 

Algebra II, 
Integrated Math 

III 
Unit Time  90 75 - 90 75 

  
Est. Time on 

Task  
60 50 - 60 50 



PARCC tests vs. ASK/HSPA tests 

 PARCC evaluates students on a wider range of standards 
 PARCC provides parents, teachers, and district leaders with more useful data. 
 Both tests are standardized and summative, but PARCC provides much more 

diagnostic information re: individual students than ASK/HSPA (cluster scores 
vs. item analysis) 
 More targeted identification of which standards are strong/weak for each child 
 It appears that a formative, diagnostic test (similar to MAP) will also be made 

available to districts in 2015-16 at no cost. 

 PARCC is better aligned for college/career readiness 
 About 70% of students entering New Jersey’s county colleges can’t begin their 

college career unless they pay for remediation classes to learn what they should 
have learned in high school.  

 In addition, many surveys repeatedly find that business leaders feel high school 
graduates are not properly prepared for the workforce. The data from the 
PARCC assessments is designed to help address these issues.  

 College and business leaders participated in the development of PARCC 
 



2014 NJ ASK Student Report 



2014 HSPA Student Report 



PARCC Student Report 





PARCC Student Report (continued) 



PARCC School Reports – Item Analysis 



Other Points to Consider 
 Two testing windows – 20 days (typically, a student will 

test on 1-3 of those days; non-testing students will 
attend classes as normal) 

 March (PBA) 

 late April/May (EOY) 

 In the future, results available before end of school 
year – greater flexibility for schools/teachers to put 
information to work in a more timely way. 

 Overall considerations re: assessment in schools. 

 

 



Conclusions 
 Common Core + PARCC = higher standards, better test 

 Better preparation of students for life beyond HS 

 Higher quality data  

 more clearly explains to parents how their children match up 
to grade-level expectations and how they’ve grown 
academically vs. their peers 

 Item analysis more clearly identifies students’ 
strengths/weaknesses for teachers so that student needs can 
be addressed 

 More targeted information for school leaders to use to 
improve instruction and programs for students 

 



Thank You for Coming 
 Questions 


